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The Democratic polling firm of Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin & Associates (FMM&A) and the Republican polling firm of Public Opinion Strategies (POS) recently partnered to complete a national survey of registered voters to assess public attitudes toward conservation, and to gauge support for increased investments in the protection of land, water and wildlife.
  The survey results show that – not surprisingly – American voters are deeply concerned about the economy.  However, they are also highly committed to conservation.  Three out of four believe that we can protect land and water and have a strong economy at the same time, and two-to-one majorities support increased public investment in conservation.  In almost every case, voters of color express concern about the condition of land, water and wildlife – and support for investments in conservation – that are equal to or greater than those expressed by white voters.  These data continue trends we have observed regularly in state and local opinion research over the past decade, which show that communities of color in America are some of the most dedicated supporters of conservation.
Among the key specific findings of the survey as they relate to voters of color are the following:

· Voters of color are significantly more concerned than white voters about a wide range of conservation issues.  The survey results confirm that the economy and jobs are the foremost concerns on voters’ minds, regardless of their racial or ethnic background.  However, when asked about conservation issues, in many cases voters of color express significantly higher levels of concern than do white voters (as detailed in Figure 1 below).

Figure 1:

Evaluation of the Seriousness of Conservation Problems, by Ethnicity

(% Rating Each Issue “Extremely” or “Very Serious” – Split Sampled)
	Issue
	ALL 

VOTERS
	Whites
	African Americans
	Latinos
	All Voters of Color

	Economy and unemployment
	79%
	77%
	90%
	79%
	86%

	A lack of affordable health insurance coverage
	61%
	56%
	82%
	80%
	80%

	Too much government spending
	60%
	60%
	59%
	68%
	63%

	Pollution of rivers, lakes and streams
	49%
	46%
	70%
	47%
	60%

	Global warming
	43%
	39%
	61%
	55%
	57%

	Toxins and pesticides in our food and drinking water
	42%
	38%
	63%
	61%
	60%

	Pollution of oceans
	42%
	39%
	61%
	42%
	52%

	Loss of working farms and ranches
	38%
	38%
	30%
	44%
	38%

	Loss of habitat for fish and wildlife
	38%
	35%
	63%
	39%
	51%

	Loss of natural areas
	34%
	32%
	58%
	29%
	54%


· American voters – and particularly voters of color -- continue to offer strong support for public investments in conservation – and that support has held steady despite the economic downturn.  Survey respondents were asked whether they would favor public investments in conservation, described as follows:

“In general, would you support or oppose programs through which your STATE OR LOCAL government would purchase land to protect water quality; natural areas; lakes, rivers or beaches; neighborhood parks; and wildlife habitat if it required a small increase in taxes?”
Overall, nearly two-thirds of American voters (65%) support this idea.  This broad support is remarkable, given that 1) the proposal explicitly calls for a “small increase in taxes” at a time when economic concern is high and trust in government is low, and 2) support has not dropped at all since 2004 (when it stood at an identical 65 percent), despite the dramatically worsened economic environment.  Voters offer a nearly equal level of support (60%) for an identical set of conservation investments at the federal level, again described as requiring a “small increase in taxes.”

In either case, as detailed below, support for public investment in conservation is higher among voters of color than it is among white voters.  In the case of investment at the state or local level it is 16 points higher, and at the federal level it is a full 27 points higher.
Figure 2:

Support for Increased Public Investment in Conservation, by Ethnicity

(Split Sampled)
	Position on Public Investment
	State and Local Government
	Federal Government

	
	ALL 

VOTERS
	Whites
	Voters of Color
	ALL 

VOTERS
	Whites
	Voters of Color

	Support
	65%
	62%
	78%
	60%
	54%
	81%

	Oppose
	31%
	34%
	21%
	36%
	42%
	18%

	Undecided
	4%
	4%
	1%
	4%
	4%
	1%


· American voters are also willing to commit their own money in support of conservation, with voters of color particularly supportive.    Figure 3 below highlights a question in which respondents were asked to indicate how much in additional taxes they would be willing to pay to support the types of conservation programs described in the previous questions.  Nearly three in five would be willing to pay $100 per year, and even larger majorities would be willing to pay smaller amounts.  At every cost level, African-Americans and Latinos express a substantially higher willingness to pay than do white voters.
Figure 3:

Willingness to Pay Additional Taxes for Conservation, by Ethnicity
	Annual Amount
	ALL 

VOTERS
	Whites
	Latinos
	African Americans
	All Voters of Color

	$100
	59%
	58%
	66%
	68%
	67%

	$75
	62%
	61%
	66%
	69%
	68%

	$50
	67%
	66%
	77%
	74%
	74%

	$25
	72%
	69%
	80%
	85%
	82%

	$10
	76%
	73%
	87%
	90%
	86%


· Support for investment in conservation stems from voters’ strong personal connections to the environment. Voters’ concern about the environment grows from their strong sense of identification with America’s lands and waters, and their high degree of personal contact with them.  Consider the following:
· 70 percent of all voters nationally identify themselves as a “conservationist” (including 74 percent of whites and 61 percent of voters of color);

· Only a slightly smaller percentage (62%) consider themselves “environmentalists” (including 60 percent of whites and 65 percent of voters of color);

· More than four in five (81%) say they have visited a state or local park in the past year; (including 83 percent of white voters, 89 percent of Latinos, 66 percent of African Americans, 76 percent of all voters of color);

· A majority of American voters (52%) report having visited a national park in the past year (with no statistically significant differences by ethnicity); and

· Nearly one-third (32%) have had a hunting or fishing license in the past three years (including 34 percent of white voters, 28 percent of Latinos, 19 percent of African Americans, and 24 percent of all voters of color).

· The overwhelming majority of American voters – regardless of ethnicity – believe that we can continue to protect our environment while strengthening our economy.  While voters may express a higher degree of concern about the economy than about conservation issues, it does not indicate that they view those issues as being in conflict.  In fact, most voters see no reason why we cannot continue to protect land and water while maintaining the country’s economic strength.  As shown in Figure 4, more than three-quarters of voters (76%) believe we can protect land and water and have a strong economy at the same time, while fewer than one in five believe that those concerns are even “sometimes” in conflict. The belief that environmental protection and economic growth can go hand-in-hand cuts across all ethnic subgroups of the electorate; it is shared by 76 percent of whites and an equal 76 percent of voters of color (including 79 percent of Latinos and 72 percent of African Americans).
Figure 4:

Choice of Statements About the Relationship Between the Environment and the Economy
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Overall, the survey results make clear that American voters remain highly concerned about conservation issues, and continue to express strong commitment to public investments to address them.  Communities of color are among the most passionate about conservation issues, expressing greater concern about environmental problems and a broader willingness to pay increased taxes to resolve them.
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Sometimes protections for land and water and a strong economy are in conflict and we must choose one over the other.





We can protect land and water and have a strong economy with good jobs for Americans at the same time, without having to choose one over the other.








� Methodology:  From September 8-13, 2009, FMM&A and POS completed 800 telephone interviews with registered voters nationwide.  The sample included 700 voters with landline telephones, as well as 100 voters who mostly or entirely use cell phones.  A total of 178 respondents identified themselves as people of color, including 96 African-Americans and 64 Latinos.  The margin of sampling error for the full national sample is +/- 3.8%, and for voters of color it is +/- 7.3%; margins of error for other subgroups within the sample will be larger.





